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Great Britain. They all hang together. We have no
need to be Internationalists with the British Empire to
develop.

Theoretically it might be possible for the Great Powers
to be commercially interdependent, but not practically.
Practically speaking, the affairs of the world will never
improve until each Great Power puts its own house in
order.

If we try to make a world as the financiers want it, in
which everyone is dependent on everyone else, irrespec-
tive of race, creed, ways of life, the result will be con-
fusion or a tyranny clamping clown the safety-valves of
discontent, for the masses can be articulate only within
the Nation-State. It is difficult enough to keep the
delicate balance between consumption and production in
areas where people speak one language or are bound
together by a common loyalty; but the Idea of central
management for world trade is absurd, or at least apoca-
lyptical. Nobody would gain by such an arrangement
except exchange brokers, middlemen, and shippers; and
these, in fact, are the people who hold up Internationalism
as a lofty ideal,

What loftier ideal can be imagined than contented
nations, or groups of contented nations, based on their
own inner forces? In such a world there would be little
or nothing left to fight about, whereas In a world where
everyone is trying to cut down his competitor there
can be nothing but quarrels. Imperial self-sufficiency
is an ideal which can be approached in measurable
time, whereas International free trade must become
aa international free fight for markets, and so re-
main until human nature changes in a most radical
fashion.

One day, in the not Impossible future, the world may
be divided into four or five great economic groups, and if